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I knew Rutherford rather well and under varied conditions from
1903 onwards, but never heard religion discussed; nor have I found in
his papers one line of writing connected with it. His conduct was
that of an honourable man, who was fair-dealing, kindly and helpful
to others. There is the old story of the man who claimed that he
belonged to that religion to which all wise men belonged, and on the
question, Which? he replied, "That no wise man ever says.**
Certainly Rutherford hoped that his work would live, but he had
no wish that his personality should survive for all eternity. Yet there
is one remark of his which deserves^to be recorded:
Shortly before the death of W. B, Hardy, Rutherford was greatly
concerned over his friend's health and said "Hardy is terribly ill".
Then, turning to the Bishop of Derby, he said to him with earnestness,
**You will pray for him, Pearce, won't you?"